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MANUFACTURED HOME PARK ORDINANCE 

FOR 
PERQUIMANS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 

JULY, 1999 
AMENDED MAY 6, 2002 

AMENDED JUNE 28, 2004 
AMENDED SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 

 
 
ENACTMENT: 
 

An ordinance establishing regulations for manufactured home parks within Perquimans County, 
North Carolina, and providing for the administration, enforcement, and amendment thereof, in 
accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statutes 160D, and for the repeal of all 
ordinances in conflict herewith. 
 
 
PREAMBLE: 
 

Whereas, in order to promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the inhabitants of 
Perquimans County, North Carolina; to provide for the orderly development of planned 
manufactured home and travel trailer parks and to abate any conditions detrimental to the public 
health, safety, and general welfare or any nuisances, real or imagined, associated with such 
parks, it is desirable and necessary to adopt the Manufactured Home Ordinance for the territorial 
jurisdiction of Perquimans County as herein set forth. 
 
Now therefore be it ordained by the Perquimans County, North Carolina Board of 
Commissioners as follows: 
 
ARTICLE I.   IN   GENERAL 
 

Section 1. Authority 
 

The provisions of this ordinance are adopted under authority granted by the General Statutes of 
North Carolina.  (G.S. 160D) 
 

Section 2. Jurisdiction 
 

These regulations shall govern every new manufactured home park or any additions to existing 
manufactured home or travel trailer parks lying within Perquimans County except land within 
the jurisdiction of any municipality unless the municipality shall have, by resolution, formally 
requested the County to enforce this Ordinance within its jurisdiction. 
 

Section 3. Title 
 

This Ordinance is entitled the Manufactured Home Park Ordinance for Perquimans County, 
North Carolina, and may be cited as the Manufactured Home Park Ordinance. 
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Section 4. Fees 
 
A) Reasonable fees sufficient to cover the costs of administration, inspection, publication of 

notice, and similar matters may be charged to applicants for all development approvals, 
amendments, plat review, variances, appeals, and other administrative relief. The amount 
of the fees charged shall be set forth in the county’s budget or as established by resolution 
of the Board of Commissioners filed in the Office of the Clerk to the Board. 

 
B) Fees established in accordance with subsection A) above, shall be paid upon submission 

of a signed application or notice of appeal.  
 
ARTICLE II.    DEFINITIONS 
 
Section 1. General 
 

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain terms or words used herein shall be interpreted as 
follows: 
 

Section 2. Tense and Number 
 

A) The present tense includes the future tense and the future tense the present tense. 
 

B) The singular number includes the plural number and the plural number the singular. 
 

Section 3. Word Interpretations 
 

A) The word “may” is permissive. 
 

B) The words “shall” and “will” are mandatory. 
 

C) The word “county” shall mean Perquimans County, North Carolina. 
 

D) The words “Planning Board” shall mean the Perquimans County Planning Board. 
 

E) The words “County Commissioners” shall mean the Perquimans County Board of  
Commissioners. 

 

F) The word “person” includes firm, association, organization; trust, company, corporation, or 
any legal entity as well as an individual. 

 

G) The words “used” or “occupied” include the phrases: “intended to be occupied or used”; 
“designed to be occupied or used”; or “arranged to be occupied or used”. 

 

Section 4. Definitions 
 

A) All weather, paved road – A road that is suitable for light traffic under all weather 
conditions and that meets the paved surfacing requirements of the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation.  All interior streets in a manufactured home park must be 
paved. 

 

B) Construction Permit - A permit issued by the County Enforcement Officer under the 
provisions of this Ordinance authorizing a developer to construct or expand a manufactured 
home park. 
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C) Developer - Any person or other legal entity engaged in the development or the proposed 
development of a manufactured home park. 

 

D) Enforcement Officer - The enforcement officer for Perquimans County shall be the County 
Manager or his designated representative.  The Director of the District Health Department 
or his designated representative shall be considered the enforcement officer for all 
requirements concerning public health and the enforcement of applicable health codes 
mandated by the State of North Carolina or the District Health Department for Perquimans 
County. 

 
 

E) Manufactured Home – A structure that consists of: 
 

1) a single unit mainly assembled at the factory or two (double-wide) or three (triple-wide) 
principal components mainly assembled at the factory and joined together at the site; 

 

2) is designed so that the total structure (or in the case of a double-wide or triple-wide, 
each component thereof) can be transported on its own chassis; 

 

3) is designed to be used as a dwelling and provides complete, independent living 
facilities for one family; and 

 

4) is not permanently attached to a foundation. 
 

A structure otherwise defined herein as a manufactured home is permanently attached 
to its foundation if: 

 

(a) the foundation was constructed in such a way or at such expense as to make it 
unlikely that the manufactured home placed upon it will later be moved; or 

 

(b) if the manufactured home cannot be removed from the foundation without great 
expense or severe damage to the structure. 

 

Tie downs and other related requirements of this ordinance do not constitute permanent 
attachment. 

 
 

F) Manufactured Home Park .  
1. Any site or tract of land, of contiguous ownership upon which manufactured home 

spaces are provided for manufactured home occupancy, whether or not a charge is 
made for such service. This does not include manufactured home sales lots on 
which unoccupied manufactured homes are parked for the purpose of inspection 
and sale. 

2. A residential use in which more than one (1) manufactured home is located on a 
single lot, tract, or parcel of land. 

 
G) Manufactured Home Pad – That area of a manufactured home space that has been reserved 

and prepared for the placement of a manufactured home. 
 
H) Manufactured Home Space – A plot of land within a manufactured home park designed for 

the accommodation of one manufactured home. 
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I) Manufactured Home Stand – That portion of the manufactured home space intended for 
occupancy by the manufactured home proper, consisting of a rectangular plat of ground of 
at least 12 by 60 feet. 

 
J) Natural or Artificial Barrier – Any river, pond, roadway, canal, levee, embankment, fence, 

wall, hedge, tree row, or similar obstruction which limits access or visibility. 
 

K) Operating Permit – A permit issued by the Enforcement Officer to the owner or operator of 
a manufactured home or travel trailer park whose design, specifications and improvements 
comply with the requirements of this ordinance. 

 
L) Standing - The following persons shall have standing to file an appeal: 
 

1) Any person possessing any of the following criteria: 
 

a) An ownership interest in the property that is the subject of the decision being 
appealed, a leasehold interest in the property that is the subject of the decision 
being appealed, or an interest created by easement, restrictions, or covenant in 
the property that is the subject of the decision being appealed. 

 
b) An option or contract to purchase the property that is the subject of the decision 

being appealed. 
 
c) An applicant before the decision-making board whose decision is being 

appealed. 
 

2) Any other person who will suffer special damages as the result of the decision being 
appealed. 

 
3) An incorporated or unincorporated association to which owners or lessees of property 

in a designated area belong by virtue of their owning or leasing property in that area, 
or an association otherwise organized to protect and foster the interest of the particular 
neighborhood or local area, so long as at least one of the members of the association 
would have standing as an individual to challenge the decision being appealed, and the 
association was not created in response to the particular development or issue that is 
the subject of the appeal. 

 
4) A local government whose decision-making board has made a decision that the Board 

of Commissioners believes improperly grants a variance from or is otherwise 
inconsistent with the proper interpretation of a development regulation adopted by that 
Board. 

 

M) Structural Additions – Any roofed, canopied, enclosed porch or room which is physically 
attached to a manufactured home.  A concrete slab with no roof or walls shall be 
considered a structural addition. 

 

N) Tract – Any parcel of land whose boundaries have been described or delineated legally and 
recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds. 

 



 
Perquimans County Manufactured Home Ordinance  Page 7 

O) Travel Trailer – Any vehicle or structure originally designed to transport something or 
intended for human occupancy for short periods of time. Travel trailers shall include the 
following: 

 
1) House Trailer: A vehicular, portable structure built on a wheeled chassis, designed to 

be towed by a self-propelled vehicle for use for travel, recreation, or vacation 
purposes, having a body width ten (10) feet or less or a body length thirty-two (32) 
feet or less when equipped for road travel. 

2) Recreation Vehicle: A self-propelled vehicle or portable structure mounted on such a 
vehicle designed as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreation, and vacation. 

3) Camping Trailer: A folding structure manufactured of metal, wood, canvas, plastic, or 
other materials, or any combination thereof, mounted on wheels and designed for 
travel, recreation, or vacation use. 

4) Trailer: A vehicle hauled by another vehicle and designed to transport vehicles, boats, 
or freight. 

 
ARTICLE III.    REGISTRATION 
 
Section 1. Registration 
 

No person shall place a manufactured home or manufactured structure on any lot or tract for the 
purpose of using said manufactured home or structure without having first obtained a 
Manufactured Home Registration Permit from the Perquimans County Building Inspector.  The 
Registration shall be valid only for the lot issued. 
 

Section 2. Certificate of Compliance 
 

Registration Permits shall be issued for a period of 60 days, after which a final Certificate of 
Compliance shall be obtained. 
 

Section 3. Approval Conditions 
 

A) The final Certificate of Compliance shall be issued when the manufactured home or 
manufactured structure meets the following conditions. 

 
1) The structure demonstrates compliance with the relevant North Carolina General 

Statutes and with the North Carolina regulations for manufactured homes published by 
the North Carolina Department of Insurance and with Federal Regulations promulgated 
by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

 
2) The structure has received approval and has been issued a permit for wastewater 

disposal by the District Health Department. 
 

B) It shall be unlawful to occupy a manufactured home and manufactured structure that does 
not have a valid certificate of compliance affixed to the outside of the structure and plainly 
visible from the road. 
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C) Any person who shall be adjudged to have violated the provisions of this Section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall upon conviction be liable to a fine for each offense in 
accordance with the Board of Commissioners annual fee schedule. 

 
ARTICLE IV.   APPLICABILITY OF ORDINANCE 
 
No person may locate, or cause to be located, or allow more than one manufactured home for 
rental to be located on a tract of land under his ownership, possession or control, unless the tract 
of land is in an approved and licensed manufactured home park. 
 

The only exceptions to this rule shall be when: 
 

 The manufactured homes are located on a manufactured home sales lot.  In this case, only 
one manufactured home may be used as a sales office and as a convenience to customers 
and employees. 

 

Section 1. Contents of the Plat 
 

The plat shall be prepared by a registered surveyor or engineer and shall be drawn at a scale of 
50, 100, or 200 feet to one inch and shall contain the following: 
 

A) The location of existing and platted property, buildings, streets, railroads, bridges, culverts, 
watercourses, transmission lines, sewers, drainage ditches, drainpipes, water mains, town 
and county boundary lines, and other public utility easements.  Existing and platted streets 
on adjoining property shall be illustrated. 

 

B) Boundaries of tracts shown with bearings, distances, and closure. 
 

C) Wooded areas, pond or lakes, streams or streambeds, marsh swamp, floodplain, and other 
physical conditions affecting the site. 

 

D) Names of adjacent property owners or subdivisions. 
 

E) Proposed streets, street names, rights-of-way, pavement widths, and approximate grades. 
 

F) Locations of proposed streetlights and utility lines (drainage or underground drainage, 
water, electricity, and telephone) showing connections to existing supply systems.  In the 
case of water, the size of the lines must be shown.  If a dumpster site is proposed the 
location, size, number of dumpsters, type of screening material, and proposed lighting must 
be shown. 

 

G) The location, width, and purposes of other proposed rights-of-way or easements. 
 

H) Proposed areas for recreational space.  
 

I) Proposed lot lines, lot and block numbers, and lot dimensions. 
 

J) Location of manufactured home pad, water, sewer, and electrical risers, and the location of 
off-street parking and driveway areas. 

 

K) Title, date of plat preparation, magnetic and true north arrows, graphic scale, the name of 
the township(s), county, and state in which the manufactured home park is located. 
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L) Name of owner, surveyor, or engineer, and the proposed name of the Manufactured Home 
Park. 

 

M) A Vicinity Map showing the relationship between the Manufactured Home Park and the 
surrounding areas at a scale of not less than one inch to four hundred feet. 

 

N) All plats shall contain the following certifications. 
 

1. Certification of Approval by the Planning Board 
 

 I, _____________________, Chairman of the Perquimans County Planning Board, do 
hereby certify that said Planning Board approves the final plat for the 
__________________________ Manufactured Home Park, on the ____ day of 
______________, 20__. 

 
 ______________________________, Chairman 
 Perquimans County Planning Board 
 

2. If the County Commissioners approve the final plat, such approval shall be shown on 
each copy of the plat by the following signed certificate: 

 

 Certificate of Approval for Recording 
 

 I hereby certify that the Manufactured Home Park plat shown hereon has been found to 
comply with the Manufactured Home Park Ordinance for Perquimans County, North 
Carolina, and that this plat has been approved by the Perquimans County 
Commissioners for recording in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Perquimans 
County. 

 

 Date________________________ 
  

 ____________________________, Clerk 
 Perquimans County 

 

3. All interior streets in the manufactured home park must be paved and shall, at a 
minimum, comply with the current North Carolina Department of Transportation, 
Division of Highways standards for subdivision streets. 

 

 The Manufactured Home Park Plat shall not be reviewed for approval by the 
Perquimans County Planning Board without the following signed certificate of 
approval from the NC Department of Transportation, Division of Highways. 

 
Certificate of Approval of Interior Streets 
 

I hereby certify that I have been provided and have reviewed certified documents 
regarding the construction results of the streets in _______________ Manufactured 
Home Park as compared to the Division of Highways Standards for street construction 
and have determined that they meet these minimum standards. 
 

Date___________________ 
 

________________________   
District Engineer, NC Department of Transportation, Division of Highways 
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4. Certificate of Ownership and Dedication 
 

 I (we) hereby certify that I (we) am (are) the owner(s) of the property shown and 
described hereon, which is located in the subdivision jurisdiction of Perquimans County 
and that I hereby adopt this Manufactured Home Park Plan with my free consent and 
hereby dedicate all water lines and easements thereto to Perquimans County. 

 

 Date___________________ 
 

 ______________________________   
 Owner(s) or President of Corporation 
 

5. Certification of Approval of Water Supply and Sewage Disposal Systems 
 

I hereby certify that the water supply and sewage disposal systems installed, or 
proposed for installation in _______________  Manufactured Home Park meet the 
necessary public health requirements and are hereby approved. 
 

Date_________________ 
 

_____________________________________________ 
County Health Officer or his Authorized Representative 

 

6. Certificate of Survey and Accuracy 
 

I, __________________ certify that this map was (drawn by me) (drawn under my 
supervision) from (an actual survey made by me) (an actual survey made under my 
supervision) (deed description recorded in Book ____, Page ____, etc.) (other); that the 
error of closure as calculated by latitudes and departures is 1:___, that the boundaries 
not surveyed are shown as broken lines platted from information found in Book ____, 
Page____, that this map was prepared in accordance with G.S. 47-30 as amended.  
Witness my hand and seal this ____ day of _____________A.D., 20___. 
 

_____________________________________  
Professional Engineer or Land Surveyor 
_________________________ 
Registration Number 

 

7. Certificate of Approval of the Design and Installation of Utilities and other Required 
Improvements 

 

 I hereby certify that all utilities and other required improvements have been installed in 
an acceptable manner and according to county specifications and standards in the 
__________________ Manufactured Home Park or that guarantees of the installation 
of the required improvements in an amount and manner satisfactory to Perquimans 
County has been received and that the filing fee for this plat has been paid in 
accordance with the Board of Commissioners annual fee schedule. 

 

Date____________  
 

 _________________________  
 County Planner 
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Section 2. Review of the Plat 
 

A) It is recommended that the developer meet with the County Planner to discuss his plans and 
ideas pertaining to the development of or to the addition to a manufactured home park. 

 

B) Plat of the manufactured home or park. 
 

1. The developer shall submit three (3) copies of the plat and any supplementary material 
to the County Planner at least twenty-five (25) days prior to the regularly scheduled 
Planning Board meeting at which said plat is to be considered. 

 

2. The County Planner shall inspect the site.  The developer may be asked to accompany 
the inspection party. 

 

3. The plat shall be checked against the design standards and plat requirements by the 
County Planner and County Manager (if needed).  It shall be their responsibility to 
ensure the following agencies are given the opportunity to review and make 
recommendations on the plat: 

 

a) The District Health Department as to the proposed water and sewer systems, rodent 
and insect control measures, and any other systems or methods related to the 
jurisdiction of the Health Department. 

 

b) The County Building Inspector to ensure accuracy of floodway and flood plain 
delineation and the need for elevation monuments. 

 

c) The superintendent of the Perquimans County Water System to determine the need 
and suitability of fire hydrants and sizes of water lines. 

 

d) If the proposed park contains waterfront access lots or property or canals are to be 
excavated, the Corps of Engineers and the CAMA permits will be attached. 

 

e) Such other agencies and officials as the Planning Board deem necessary. 
 

Section 3. Plat Approval 
 

A) The Planning Board shall approve or disapprove the plat. 
 

1. If disapproved, the reasons shall be stated and, if necessary, the Planning Board may 
require the developer to submit a revised plat. 

 

2. If the plat is approved, approval shall be indicated on the appropriate certificate of the 
plat and the plat shall be forwarded to the Board of Commissioners for final approval. 

 

B) The Board of Commissioners shall take action on the plat at its first meeting following the 
plats approval by the Planning Board.  The Board of Commissioners may approve, or 
disapprove the plat. 

 

 The Board of Commissioners’ approval authorizes the developer to begin construction on 
the manufactured home park.  No construction or installation of improvements shall 
commence until the Board of Commissioners, by vote of the Board, has given its 
authorization to begin construction. 
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C) No plat shall be approved until all the Certificates required by this ordinance to appear on 
the plat have been properly filled out, recorded and an inspection fee in accordance with 
the County’s annual fee schedule has been paid to Perquimans County. 

 

D) A one-time Recreational Fee in accordance with the County’s annual fee schedule is 
charged per each individual lot within a Manufactured Home Park to be placed in a 
Reserve Fund for Future Recreational Expenditures.  This Recreational Fee must be paid to 
Perquimans County at the same time as the Inspection Fee and must be paid prior to the 
Certificate of Compliance issuance. 

 

Section 4. Certificate of Compliance 
 

After the construction and development of the manufactured home park has been completed, the 
County Planner shall issue a Certificate of Compliance to the owner or operator, which shall be 
authorization for the parks operation.  This certificate will be issued only after the County 
Planner is satisfied that the park has been completed in compliance with this Ordinance and any 
variance stipulated in the plat approval.  At any time after the issuance of the permit, the 
Perquimans County Board of Commissioners shall revoke the Certificate of Compliance if the 
Manufactured Home Park is operating in violation of the requirements of this Ordinance. 
 
ARTICLE V.   SPECIFICATIONS FOR MANUFACTURED HOME PARKS 
 

Section 1. General Provisions 
 

Any land within the jurisdiction of this ordinance deemed by the Planning Board to be subject to 
flooding or unsuitable for residential occupancy may be prohibited for Manufactured Home Park 
development, but such land may be set aside for such uses as will not be endangered by periodic 
or occasional flooding.  The Planning Board, in making its determination shall be guided by an 
analysis of available data on topography, soils, flood hazards, drainage and ground and surface 
water. 
 

Section 2. Interior Drives and Walkways 
 

All new manufactured home lots, whether in a new development or in the expanded area of an 
existing manufactured home park, shall abut upon a hard, paved surface road that is built to meet 
the NC DOT Road Standards.  All manufactured home lots shall have driveway access to said 
paved surface road.  All interior drives, walkways, and parking spaces shall be constructed and 
maintained by the owner.  The construction of cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets shall comply 
with the Perquimans County Subdivision Regulations concerning cul-de-sacs and dead-end 
streets. 

Streets shall be constructed to meet N.C. Department of Transportation Road Standards 
regarding paved roads.  The Developers shall contract with an independent company, approved 
by the Division of Highways, who will provide the County Enforcement Officer with certifying 
documents which compare the manufactured home park streets to the following N.C. Department 
of Transportation subdivision road standards as detailed in the N.C. Standard Specifications for 
Road Construction Handbook. 
 

    I. Base Soil Type 
 

   A. Thickness 
   B. Density 
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   C. Gradation 
 

   II. Surface Material 
 

   A. Thickness 
   B. Gradation 
   C. Asphalt Content 
 

  III. ABC Base 
 

   A. Thickness 
   B. Density 
   C. Gradation 
 
Section 3. Street Signs 
 

It shall be the responsibility of the owner or developer to install signs identifying streets at the 
intersections of all interior streets or drives and on those named private drives within the 
development.  Such signs shall be in accordance with the specifications as determined by the 
Perquimans County Board of Commissioners. 
 

Section 4. Off-Street and Off-Drive Parking 
 

Each new manufactured home lot shall be provided with at least two (2) paved surfaced off-
street or off-drive parking spaces prior to the beginning of operations of the park.  Each space 
shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet long and ten (10) feet wide. 
 

The Parking Area must be 20’ x 20’ with the driveway having a minimum width of ten (10) feet.  
These parking spaces must be, at a minimum, within ten (10) feet of the manufactured home, and 
they must also be approved, as to location and layout, by the Planning Board.” 
 

Section 5. Required Manufactured Home Lot Area 
 

The sizes of new manufactured home lots shall meet District Health Department Standards.  
Please see page 14 of this Ordinance which provides the minimum size for Manufactured Home 
Lots. 
 
Lot Requirements: 
 
1. Minimum of 15,000 sq. ft. if water and sewer are provided.  Minimum 90 ft. width at 

street right-of-way line, or in the event of a lot on a curve of a cul-de-sac a minimum of 
50 ft of road or street frontage. 

 
2. Minimum of 32,500 sq. ft. if public or community water is provided, but no central sewer 

system and the District Health Department finds the soil to be suitable for septic tank use. 
 
3. Minimum of 32,500 sq. ft. if public water and sewer is not provided and the District 

Health Department finds that the soil is provisionally suitable for septic tank use.   
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PUBLIC WATER 
NO SEWER 

 PUBLIC WATER  & 
SEWER PROVIDED 

Suitable         Provisionally 
  Soils            Suitable Soils 

 
Minimum Lot Area 
 

 
15,000 sq. ft 

 

 
32,500                32,500 

Lot Width 90 ft. 
 

     125                    125 

 
Front Yard Setback 

 
25 ft. 

 
       30 ft.               30 ft.  
 

 
Rear Yard Setback 

 
25 ft. 

 
       30 ft.               30 ft.  
 

 
Side Yard Setback 

 
12 ft. 

 
       15 ft.               15 ft.  
 

 

Section 6. Refuse Collection Facilities 
 

Individual, water-tight, covered refuse containers of not less than 30 gallon capacity shall be 
provided by the manufactured home park owner or operator at each manufactured home space, a 
concrete slab with a surface measurement of at least three feet by two feet (3’ x 2’) and a 
thickness of not less than four (4) inches equipped with a stand designed to hold the container in 
an upright and secure position shall be provided at each manufactured home lot.  The owner or 
operator of the manufactured home park shall arrange for commercial pick-up for each 
manufactured home lot occupant at a frequency of not less than one pick-up per week. 
 

Section 7. Recreation Area 
 

A) At least one lot comparable in size and standards to other lots in the manufactured home 
park shall be provided for recreational purposes in all manufactured home parks designed 
to accommodate 25 manufactured home lots.  The Planning Board shall make a 
determination as to the adequacy of the recreational space for all developments and shall 
make recommendations to the developer.  The intent of this section is to prevent the 
developer from setting aside lots that are too small or unsuitable for recreational purposes. 

 

B) When the Manufactured Home Park is located on a Waterway, Lake or Pond, water access 
must be provided for all residents within the Park.  One lot equal in size, shape and 
elevation to the other residential lots in the Park must be maintained by the Owner as a 
Water Access Lot for use by Park residents.  This lot must be acceptable to the Planning 
Board. 

 

C) The Recreation Park must abut a street and must have a minimum of 100 feet frontage on 
the street where located. 

 

D) The Developer must locate and maintain at least one streetlight of the same light intensity 
as is required for the street-lights within the Recreation Park.  This light is not included as a 
street-light and should therefore be located within the Recreational Area rather than on the 
street. 
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Section 8. Fire Protection 
 

A) Any new manufactured home lots being served by a municipal water supply or the County 
Water System shall have in place a fire hydrant within 500 feet of all manufactured home 
lots. 

 

B) Whenever there is a public water system determined by the Planning Board to be available 
to the manufactured home park, the owner of the manufactured home park shall provide the 
connection to the system.  All lines, fire hydrants, valves, and other hardware shall be 
installed at the owner’s expense as required by the County or municipality operating the 
system. 

 

Section 9. Drainage 
 

All new manufactured home lots shall be located on a well-drained and properly graded site.  
Necessary site drainage improvements as directed by the Planning Board shall be provided.  At a 
minimum, each manufactured home lot must be properly graded to provide for adequate drainage 
of water with a minimum of one (1) inch increase in height per each ten (10) feet of distance 
from the side lot line to the center of the lot.  The Building Inspector shall review the proposed 
park to determine if it lies within the 100-year flood hazard area. 
 

Section 10. Water Supply 
 

A) Prior to preliminary plat submission, the Planning Board or its authorized representative shall 
determine if Public Water Services are available for the proposed Manufactured Home Park: 

 

1) If public water service is not available, the plans for construction of the proposed 
facilities shall meet the standards of the State Commission for Health Services in the 
Division of Environmental Management, plans shall be submitted with a preliminary plat. 

 

2) If public water service is determined to be available for the lots in a new Manufactured 
Home Park, the developer shall construct the new water service according to 
County/State Specifications in such a fashion as to allow the County to connect the 
individual water services at a later time by installation of only the Water Meter after the 
application has been made and required fees paid by the owner of the Manufactured 
Home Park and by the Renter. 

 

3) The Planning Board shall review the following criteria when making its determination on 
the availability of public water service to the Manufactured Home Park. 

 

a) Whether the water system with jurisdiction has/will have the capacity to serve the 
proposed Manufactured Home Park. 

 

b) The distance and location of the proposed Manufactured Home Park to the nearest 
available public water service. 

 

c) The number of lots in the proposed Manufactured Home Park with regard to the 
distance of the main water line to be constructed to the Manufactured Home Park. 

 

d) Estimated cost of extending the water service to the Manufactured Home Park 
regarding economic feasibility. 

 
(COST/DISTANCE/MANUFACTURED HOME PARK) 
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4) If the developer is developing a manufactured home park within the service area of the 
Perquimans County Water System, the developer shall construct a water system and 
connect it to the system owned and operated by Perquimans County, subject to the 
following conditions: 

 

a) Construction plans for the proposed system shall be prepared by a registered 
engineer, materials and construction to be in accordance with the specification for 
the Perquimans County Water System as prepared by the County Engineer, and 
submitted with the preliminary plat for approval by the Planning Board, County 
Water Supervisor and the appropriate State Agencies. 

 

b) The cost of the construction, connection and approval of the Manufactured Home 
Park water system shall be paid by the developer. 

 

c) All water mains, laterals, meter box and easement shall be dedicated to the County 
Water system.  Water lines shall be installed on the street right-of-way where 
possible. 

 

5) The Perquimans County Planning Board and/or the Perquimans County Board of 
Commissioners may, in consultation with the County’s Engineer, determine that certain 
improvements will be required for the County Water System due to the projected 
consumption of water when all proposed Manufactured Home Park spaces are connected 
to the Perquimans County Water System.  The Perquimans County Board of 
Commissioners will require the Developers to make and pay for those improvements.  
The County Engineer will be the selected Engineer for the Construction Project unless 
otherwise approved by the Board of County Commissioners.  The Engineer’s Fee will be 
paid for by the Developer. 

 

Section 11. Individual Riser Pipes and Connections 
 

A) Individual water and riser pipes shall be provided and located within the confined area of 
the manufactured home pad at a point where the connections will approximate the 
structures placement. 

 

B) Water riser pipes shall extend at least ten inches above the ground elevation and the pipe 
shall be at least three-quarter (3/4) inches in diameter.  The water outlet shall be capped at 
all times when a manufactured home does not occupy the lot or when the supply is not in 
use. 

C) Adequate provisions shall be made to prevent freezing of service lines, valves, and riser 
pipes and to protect risers from heaving and thawing actions during freezing weather.  
Surface drainage shall be satisfactorily diverted from the location of the riser pipes.  Sewer 
risers should be at least six (6) inches above ground level. 

 

Section 12. Anchoring 
 

All manufactured homes and manufactured structures shall be anchored in a manner approved by 
the State of North Carolina Regulations for North Carolina Manufactured Homes as from time 
to time amended and published by the North Carolina Department of Insurance. 
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Section 13. Electrical Connections and Risers 
 

Each new manufactured home lot shall meet the current North Carolina Electrical Code.  In 
addition, each lot shall have a pedestal riser consisting of a pedestal of channel iron 2”x8” and 
6½ inches in length, or a 4”x8” pedestal of pressure treated material 6½ inches in length.  This 
pedestal shall be encased in 4 inches of concrete and buried at least 30 inches underground and 
attached to a riser extending from the pedestal base to a height not to exceed 4 feet above the 
ground elevation.  The meter base shall be mounted at the top of the riser, with a main ampere 
switch located directly beneath the base. 
 

Section 14. Lighting 
 

All streets in the manufactured home park shall be adequately illuminated from one half-hour 
after sunset until one half hour before sunrise.  The minimum size street lamp shall be a 175 watt 
mercury vapor lamp or equivalent (approximately 7000 lumen class) spaced at four hundred feet 
intervals. 
 

Section 15. Use Restrictions 
 

No part of any new manufactured home park may be used for non-residential purposes that may 
create any unusual noises, odors, or other offensive nuisances affecting residential living. 
 

Section 16. Buffer Zones 
 

A buffer strip at least ten (20) feet wide adjacent to each exterior property line shall be densely 
planted and maintained by the Developer.   
 

Plant spaces must be of sufficient growth capacity and maturity at planting that within three (3) 
years of planting, the plants will grow to a minimum height of five (5) feet.  Acceptable plant 
species include but are not limited to the following:  (a)  Wax Myrtle, (b) Autumn Olive, (c) 
Photinia, (d) Euonymus, (f) Leyland Cypress.  The building of structures in the Buffer Zone is 
prohibited. 
 

Section 17. Plantings 
 

Plantings shall be maintained by the Developer for each lot. 
 

A) Each pad/space must be provided a minimum of two ornamental trees to be located in the 
rear or side yards of each lot. 

 

B) Each pad/space, along the rear and side yard lines, must have ornamental shrubs planted 
every twenty feet.  These shrubs should be similar to the shrubs planted in the Buffer. 

 
ARTICLE VI.   AMENDMENTS 
 

Section 1. Amending the Ordinance – Who May Petition 
 

A petition for an amendment to this ordinance may be initiated by any citizen or agency within 
the County’s jurisdiction. 
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Section 2. Hearing with Published Notice 
 
Before adopting, amending, or repealing any ordinance or development regulation authorized by 
NCGS Chapter 160D, the Board of Commissioners shall hold a legislative hearing. A notice of 
the hearing shall be given once a week for two successive calendar weeks in a newspaper having 
general circulation in the area. The notice shall be published the first time not less than 10 days 
nor more than 25 days before the date scheduled for the hearing. In computing such period, the 
day of publication is not to be included but the day of the hearing shall be included.  A 
development regulation adopted pursuant to NCGS Chapter 160D shall be adopted by ordinance. 
 
Section 3. Citizen Comments 
 
Subject to the limitations of this Ordinance, development regulations may from time to time be 
amended, supplemented, changed, modified, or repealed. If any resident or property owner in the 
County submits a written statement regarding a proposed amendment, modification, or repeal to 
a development regulation to the Clerk to the Board at least two business days prior to the 
proposed vote on such change, the Clerk to the Board shall deliver such written statement to the 
Board of Commissioners. If the proposed change is the subject of a quasi-judicial proceeding 
under NCGS Chapter 160D-705 or any other statute, the Clerk to the Board shall provide only 
the names and addresses of the individuals providing written comment, and the provision of such 
names and addresses to all members of the Board shall not disqualify any member of the Board 
from voting. 
 
Section 4. Procedure 
 

Subsequent to initial adoption of a development regulation, all proposed amendments to the 
regulations shall be submitted to the Planning Board for review and comment. If no written 
report is received from the Planning Board within 30 days of referral of the amendment to that 
Board, the Board of Commissioners may act on the amendment without the Planning Board 
report. The Board of Commissioners is not bound by the recommendations, if any, of the 
Planning Board. 
 
ARTICLE VII.   APPEALS 
 

Section 1. Standing 
 
Any person who has standing as defined in Article II, Section 4 Definitions, or the County may 
appeal an administrative decision to the Board of Adjustment.  An appeal is taken by filing a 
notice of appeal with the Clerk to the Board.  The notice of appeal shall state the grounds for the 
appeal.  A notice of appeal shall be considered filed with the Clerk to the Board when delivered 
to the County Planning Department, and the date and time of filing shall be entered on the notice 
by the County staff. 
 
Section 2. Judicial Challenge 
 
A person with standing may bring a separate and original civil action to challenge the 
constitutionality of the Ordinance or that it is ultra vires, preempted, or otherwise in excess of 
statutory authority without filing an appeal under Article VII. 
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Section 3. Notice of Decision 
 
The official who made the decision shall give written notice to the owner of the property that is 
the subject of the decision and to the party who sought the decision, if different from the owner.  
The written notice shall be delivered by personal delivery, electronic mail, or by first-class mail. 
 
Section 4. Time to Appeal 
 
The owner or other party shall have thirty (30) days from receipt of the written notice of the 
determination within which to file an appeal.  Any other person with standing to appeal shall 
have thirty (30) days from receipt from any source of actual or constructive notice of the 
determination within which to file an appeal.  In the absence of evidence to the contrary, notice 
pursuant to NCGS Chapter 160D-403(b) given by first class mail shall be deemed received on 
the third business day following deposit of the notice for mailing with the United States Postal 
Service. 
 
Section 5. Record of Decision 
 
The official who made the decision shall transmit to the Board of Adjustment all documents and 
exhibits constituting the record upon which the decision appealed from is taken.  The official 
shall also provide a copy of the record to the appellant and to the owner of the property that is the 
subject of the appeal if the appellant is not the owner. 
 
Section 6. Stays 
 
An appeal of a notice of violation or other enforcement order stays enforcement of the action 
appealed from and accrual of any fines assessed, unless the official who made the decision 
certifies to the Board of Adjustment after notice of appeal has been filed that because of the facts 
stated in an affidavit, a stay would cause immediate peril to life or property or because the 
violation is transitory in nature, a stay would seriously interfere with enforcement of the 
Ordinance.  In that case, enforcement proceedings shall not be stayed except by a restraining 
order which may be granted by a court.  If enforcement proceedings are not stayed, the appellant 
may file with the official a request for an expedited hearing of the appeal, and the Board of 
Adjustment shall meet to hear the appeal within fifteen (15) days after such a request is filed.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, appeals of decisions granting development approvals or 
otherwise affirming that a proposed use of property is consistent with the Ordinance shall not 
stay the further review of an application for development approvals to use such property; in these 
situations, the appellant or County may request and the Board of Adjustment may grant a stay of 
a final decision of development approval applications, including building permits affected by the 
issue being appealed. 
 
Section 7. Alternative Dispute Resolution 
 
The parties of an appeal that has been made under this subsection may agree to mediation or 
other forms of alternative dispute resolution.  The Ordinance may set standards and procedures 
to facilitate and manage such voluntary alternative dispute resolution. 
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ARTICLE VIII.    VARIANCE 
 

A) An application for a variance shall be submitted to the Board of Adjustment by filing a 
copy of the application with the Subdivision Review Officer.  Applications shall be 
handled in the same manner as applications for development approvals. 

B) When unnecessary hardships would result from carrying out the strict letter of the 
Ordinance, the Board of Adjustment shall vary any of the provisions of the Ordinance upon 
a showing of all of the following: 

1) Unnecessary hardship would result from the strict application of the Ordinance 
regulation.  It shall not be necessary to demonstrate that, in the absence of the 
variance, no reasonable use can be made of the property. 

2) The hardship results from conditions that are peculiar to the property, such as 
location, size, or topography.  Hardships resulting from personal circumstances, as 
well as hardships resulting from conditions that are common to the neighborhood or 
the general public, may not be the basis for granting a variance.  A variance may be 
granted when necessary and appropriate to make a reasonable accommodation 
under the Federal Fair Housing Act for a person with a disability. 

3) The hardship did not result from actions taken by the applicant or the property 
owner.  The act of purchasing property with knowledge that circumstances exist 
that may justify the granting of a variance shall not be regarded as a self-created 
hardship. 

4) The requested variance is consistent with the spirit, purpose, and intent of the 
Ordinance regulation, such that public safety is secured and substantial justice is 
achieved. 

C) Appropriate conditions may be imposed on any variance, provided that the conditions are 
reasonably related to the variance.  Any other ordinance development regulation that 
regulates land use or development may provide for variances from the provisions of those 
ordinances consistent with the provisions of this subsection. 

D) The nature of the variance and any conditions attached to it shall be entered on the face of 
the manufactured home park plat, or the plat may simply note the issuance of the variance 
and refer to the written record of the variance for further information.  All such conditions 
are enforceable in the same manner as any other applicable requirement of this Ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE IX.   CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Section 1. Governing Board 
 
A Perquimans County Board of Commissioners member shall not vote on any legislative 
decision regarding a development regulation adopted pursuant to NCGS 160D where the 
outcome of the matter being considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, substantial, and 
readily identifiable financial impact on the member. A Board of County Commissioners member 
shall not vote on any amendment if the applicant for a text amendment is a person with whom 
the member has a close familial, business, or other associational relationship. 
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Section 2. Appointed Boards 
 
Members of appointed boards shall not vote on any advisory or legislative decision regarding a 
development regulation adopted pursuant to NCGS 160D where the outcome of the matter being 
considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, substantial, and readily identifiable financial 
impact on the member. An appointed board member shall not vote on any amendment if the 
applicant for a text amendment is a person with whom the member has a close familial, business, 
or other associational relationship. 
 
Section 3. Administrative Staff 
 
A) No staff member shall make a final decision on an administrative decision required by this 

Ordinance if the outcome of that decision would have a direct, substantial, and readily 
identifiable financial impact on the staff member or if the applicant or other person subject 
to that decision is a person with whom the staff member has a close familial, business, or 
other associational relationship. If a staff member has a conflict of interest under this 
section, the decision shall be assigned to the supervisor of the staff person or such other 
staff person as may be designated by this Ordinance. 

B) No staff member shall be financially interested or employed by a business that is 
financially interested in a development subject to regulation under this Ordinance unless 
the staff member is the owner of the land or building involved. No staff member or other 
individual or an employee of a company contracting with the County to provide staff 
support shall engage in any work that is inconsistent with his or her duties or with the 
interest of the County, as determined by the County. 

 
Section 4. Quasi-Judicial Decisions 
 
A member of any board exercising quasi-judicial functions pursuant to this Ordinance shall not 
participate in or vote on any quasi-judicial matter in a manner that would violate affected 
persons’ constitutional rights to an impartial decision maker. Impermissible violations of due 
process include, but are limited to, a member having a fixed opinion prior to hearing the matter 
that is not susceptible to change, undisclosed ex parte communications, a close familial, 
business, or other associational relationship with an affected person, or a financial interest in the 
outcome of the matter. 
 
Section 5. Resolution of Objection 
 
If an objection is raised to a board member’s participation at or prior to the hearing or vote on 
that matter, and that member does not recuse himself or herself, the remaining members of the 
board shall by majority vote rule on the objection. 
 
Section 6. Familial Relationship 
 
For purposes of this section, a close familial relationship means a spouse, parent, child, brother, 
sister, grandparent, or grandchild. The term includes the step, half, and in-law relationships. 
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ARTICLE X.   SEVERABILITY 
 

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such declaration shall not affect the ordinance as a whole, or any 
other part thereof other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid. 
 
ARTICLE XI.   INSPECTIONS 
 

The County Planner will make an inspection of Manufactured Home Parks registered in 
Perquimans County upon the receipt of a complaint and will notify the owner(s) of the results of 
this inspection.  The owner(s) will then be given sixty (60) days from the date of the notice to 
make the required corrections. 
 

If the required items are not corrected within the sixty (60) days period, a $50 per day fine will 
be imposed by Perquimans County on the owner.  The County Planner will then, with the 
assistance of the County Attorney, take all necessary steps to secure a Court Order requiring 
compliance by owner(s). The County Planner will notify the County Building Inspector of the 
non-compliance. The building inspector will not allow any new siting within the Park, including 
replacement for existing manufactured homes until the issue has been resolved.  
 
ARTICLE XII.   RE-ENACTMENT AND REPEAL OF EXISTING 
MANUFACTURED HOME AND MANUFACTURED HOME PARK 
ORDINANCE 
 

This ordinance carries forward by re-enactment some of the provisions of the Manufactured 
Home Park Ordinance of Perquimans County, adopted by the Board of Commissioners on  
July 20, 1987, as amended.  It is not the intention to repeal but rather to re-enact and continue to 
enforce such existing provisions of this ordinance so that all rights and liabilities that have 
accrued thereunder are preserved and may be enforced.  All provisions of this ordinance, which 
are not re-enacted herein, are hereby repealed. 
 

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and adoption. 
 

Duly adopted by the Board of Commissioners of Perquimans County, North Carolina, this the 
28th day of June, 2004, and includes amendments through September 7, 2021. 
 
 
   
 Chairman 
 Perquimans County Board of Commissioners 
 


